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The Regional District of 
Central Okanagan (RDCO) is 
launching a process to develop 
a Regional Agricultural 
Strategy.  
 
The first phase of this project 
will take place from September 
to December 2022 and will 
result in an Agricultural 
Background Report. This will 
inform the future development 
of a Regional Agricultural 
Strategy, slated for 2023. 
 
The previous regional 
Agricultural Strategy was 
endorsed in 2005. A new 
Regional Agricultural Strategy 
will provide much-needed 
updates while identifying new 
issues or re-confirming existing 
objectives.  
 
This Background Report will be 
informed by other initiatives 
such as the BC Tree Fruit 
Stabilization Plan and RDCO 
Member Municipality 
Agriculture Plans, among 
others. 
 

Agriculture in the Central 
Okanagan has many assets 
including: a large farming 
community, robust agricultural 
land base, long-history of 
agriculture, proximity to urban 
markets and proximity to 
regional, national, and 
international distribution nodes. 
 
Pressures on agriculture and 
the agricultural community 
include: a fast-growing 
population base, increasing 
commercial and industrial 
development growth pressure 
on farmland, and the need for 
climate change resiliency. 
These pressures require that 
agriculture become prioritized 
within the context of regional 
planning. 
 
To better plan for the strategic 
growth of agriculture within the 
community, the RDCO is 
undertaking this process to 
develop an Agricultural 
Background Report.  

 
There are 3 key objectives for 
the Agricultural Background 
Report: 
1. Provide a detailed overview 

of the agricultural conditions 
and policy framework in the 
RDCO. 

2. Create an agricultural profile 
for the RDCO. 

3. Engage stakeholders to 
identify and understand the 
challenges and potential 
opportunities for the 
agricultural community and 
land base. 

 
The RDCO Agricultural 
Background Report process 
will occur in 4 key steps: 
1. Review of data, maps, and 

reports. 
2. Policy and regulatory 

analysis. 
3. Stakeholder, public, and 

indigenous community input 
through interviews, survey, 
and open house. 

4. Development of the final 
Background Report which 
will become the foundation 
for the Regional Agricultural 
Strategy developed in 2023. 
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The report will focus on the 
agricultural sector within the 
RDCO, including Electoral 
Area West, Electoral Area 
East, and member 
municipalities of Peachland, 
West Kelowna, Kelowna, and 
Lake Country and indigenous 
communities. 

 

The consulting team will 
provide regular updates to the 
following groups:  
▪ RDCO Agricultural 

Advisory Committee 
▪ Regional Growth Strategy 

Steering Committee 
▪ Regional Board 
 

 

A survey will be launched on 
the YourSay.RDCO.com 
website from October to 
November 2022. 
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This RDCO Agricultural 
Background Report was 
funded in part by Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada and the 
Government of British 
Columbia through programs 
delivered by the Investment 
Agriculture Foundation of B.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Agricultural Background 
Report  

The final Agricultural 
Background Report document 
will be developed based on 
the information uncovered 
during the previous steps. The 
report will be presented to the 
Regional Board in December 
2022. The report will form the 
basis for the Regional 
Agricultural Strategy in 2023. 

Review of Data, Maps and 
Reports 

The consulting team will 
review documents from 
municipal, regional, provincial, 
and federal governments and 
indigenous community. 
Reports from the Central 
Okanagan Economic 
Development Commission, 
Okanagan Basin Water Board, 
Agricultural Industry groups, 
and other stakeholder groups 
will also be included. 
 

Policy and Regulatory 
Analysis 

The consulting team will focus 
on municipal, regional and 
indigenous community plans 
and regulations such as the 
Regional Growth Strategy, 
Official Community Plans, and 
Zoning Bylaws to examine 
opportunities to support 
agriculture. 

Opportunities for Input  
A survey will be published on 
the YourSay RDCO 
engagement platform from 
October to November 2022. 
The consultants will interview 
key stakeholders in the 
Central Okanagan agricultural 
sector. A public Open House 
will be planned for late 
October 2022. 
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